
WAC 352-32-130  Aircraft.  (1) No aircraft shall land on or take 
off from any body of water or land area in a state park area not spe-
cifically designated for landing aircraft. This provision does not ap-
ply to official aircraft used in the performance of search and rescue 
missions, medical emergencies, law enforcement activities, emergency 
evacuations or firefighting activities. It also does not apply in ca-
ses where the director or designee specifically authorizes such land-
ings or take offs, in writing, associated with the operational, or ad-
ministrative needs of the agency or state.

(2) Individuals who have complied with the registration process 
provided or who have obtained a special recreation event permit pur-
suant to WAC 352-32-047 may launch and land paragliders and hang glid-
ers in state park areas specifically designated by the director or 
designee as available for paragliding and hang gliding. Prior to any 
such designation, the director or designee shall advertise and conduct 
a public meeting in the region where the park is located. The director 
or designee shall consider the potential impacts of paragliding and 
hang gliding in the proposed area including, but not limited to the 
following factors: The degree of conflict paragliding and hang gliding 
may have with other park uses, public safety issues, and any potential 
damage to park resources/facilities. Any park designated for paraglid-
ing and hang gliding shall be conspicuously posted as such by the 
agency.

(3) Individuals paragliding and hang gliding in state parks must:
(a) Comply with the registration process provided for such purpo-

ses;
(b) Observe all applicable laws and regulations;
(c) Never destroy or disturb park facilities, natural features, 

or historical or archaeological resources;
(d) Conduct themselves with thoughtfulness, courtesy and consid-

eration for others, and not interfere with other recreational activi-
ties;

(e) Conduct themselves in compliance with the following basic 
safety regulations:

(i) Comply with specific site operational restrictions that are 
posted;

(ii) Fly in a manner consistent with the pilot rating held;
(iii) Preplanned landings should be made in areas no smaller than 

forty feet wide by one hundred feet long;
(iv) Make preflight checks of weather, equipment and site condi-

tions;
(v) Observe all published traffic and right of way flight guide-

lines, including yielding right of way to all aircraft;
(vi) Wear protective clothing, headgear, Coast Guard approved 

flotation gear, reserve parachute, supplemental oxygen and communica-
tion equipment as appropriate for conditions;

(vii) Fly in a manner that does not create a hazard for other 
persons or property;

(viii) Fly only during daylight hours, or hours otherwise speci-
fied by posting at the site;

(ix) Do not fly over congested areas of parks or open air assem-
bly of persons;

(x) Fly only in designated areas of parks;
(xi) Fly with visual reference to the ground surface at all 

times;
(xii) Do not tether paragliders or hang gliders to the ground or 

other stable immovable object.
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(f) Not fly while under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
(4) Except as provided in subsection (5) of this section, indi-

viduals flying remote controlled aircraft may do so only within flying 
areas designated by the director or designee and only when following 
the remote controlled aircraft management plan approved by the direc-
tor or designee and posted for that designated area.

(a) Prior to designating any remote controlled aircraft flying 
area, the director or designee shall advise and conduct a public meet-
ing in the region where the park is located. The director or designee 
shall consider the potential impacts of remote controlled aircraft 
flying in the proposed area including, but not limited to, the follow-
ing factors: The degree of conflict remote controlled aircraft flying 
may have with other park uses, public safety issues, and any potential 
damage to park resources/facilities. Any park area designated for re-
mote controlled aircraft flying shall be conspicuously posted as such 
by the director or designee.

(b) The director or designee shall establish a committee to ad-
vise park staff on park management issues related to remote controlled 
aircraft flying for each state park area designated as a remote con-
trolled aircraft flying area.

(c) Each state park area with an established advisory committee, 
which includes remote controlled aircraft flyers will have an approved 
management plan which will specify remote controlled aircraft flying 
restrictions concerning types of aircraft, flying hours, identified 
approved flying zones, identified runways for take-offs and landings, 
engine muffler requirements, use of and posting of radio frequency, 
fuel spills and cleanup. The director or designee shall ensure that 
any remote controlled aircraft flying restrictions contained in the 
remote controlled aircraft flying management plan are conspicuously 
posted at the entrance of the affected park area.

(d) The director or designee may permanently, or for a specified 
period or periods of time, close any designated flying area to remote 
controlled aircraft flying if the director or designee concludes that 
a remote controlled aircraft flying closure is necessary for the pro-
tection of the health, safety, and welfare of the public, park visi-
tors or staff, or park resources. Prior to closing any designated fly-
ing area to remote controlled aircraft flying, the director or desig-
nee shall hold a public meeting near the state park area to be closed 
to remote controlled aircraft flying. Prior notice of the meeting 
shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the area 
and at the park at least thirty days prior to the meeting. In the 
event that the director or designee or park manager determines that it 
is necessary to close a designated flying area immediately to protect 
against an imminent and substantial threat to the health, safety, and 
welfare of the public, park visitors or staff, or park resources, the 
director or designee or park manager may take emergency action to 
close a state park area to remote controlled aircraft flying without 
first complying with the publication and meeting requirements of this 
subsection. Such emergency closure may be effective for only so long 
as is necessary for the director or designee to comply with the publi-
cation and meeting requirements of this subsection. The director or 
designee shall ensure that any designated flying area closed to remote 
controlled aircraft flying is conspicuously posted as such at the en-
trance of the affected park area.

(5) Remote controlled aircraft may be flown in any state park 
area only pursuant to issuance of permit by the director or designee. 
A remote controlled aircraft is flown in a state park area when the 
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operator is within the state park area while flying the remote con-
trolled aircraft or where the remote controlled aircraft takes off 
from or lands on the state park area.

(a) In granting such permit, the director or designee may specify 
time, geographic, and elevation restrictions, and any other restric-
tions necessary to protect the public, park visitors or staff, or park 
resources. While operating a remote controlled aircraft, the operator 
must be in possession of a copy of the written permission and will 
produce it upon request by parks staff. Permission granted by the di-
rector or designee to fly a remote controlled aircraft may be rescin-
ded at any time for permittee's failure to comply, to protect the pub-
lic, park visitors or staff, or park resources.

(b) Permit applications must be submitted at least sixty days in 
advance of the proposed activity to allow for staff review, agency co-
ordination, and to comply with SEPA review requirements. The sixty-day 
application filing requirement may be waived in extenuating circum-
stances.

(c) The permittee must pay any fees published by state parks for 
the use of park lands or facilities. The director or designee will de-
termine the need for any fees necessary to cover costs incurred by the 
agency, as well as the need for any bond, damage deposit, or liability 
insurance arising from any potential hazards associated with the char-
acter of the event. Any such fees, bond, damage deposit, or liability 
insurance must be provided prior to the issuance of the permit.

(6) Any violation of this section, including any failure to abide 
by a conspicuously posted remote controlled aircraft flying restric-
tion or failure to abide by the terms of written permission to fly re-
mote controlled aircraft, is an infraction under chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 19-04-075, § 352-32-130, 
filed 2/1/19, effective 3/4/19; WSR 17-15-082, § 352-32-130, filed 
7/17/17, effective 8/17/17; WSR 16-10-002, § 352-32-130, filed 
4/20/16, effective 5/21/16; WSR 07-03-121, § 352-32-130, filed 
1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 
79A.05.035, 79A.05.070, 79A.05.165, 79A.05.605, and 79A.05.610. WSR 
05-24-030, § 352-32-130, filed 11/30/05, effective 12/31/05. Statutory 
Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW, including RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 
79A.05.055, and 79A.05.070. WSR 00-13-070, § 352-32-130, filed 
6/16/00, effective 7/17/00. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040(2). WSR 
98-23-063, § 352-32-130, filed 11/16/98, effective 1/1/99. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 43.51.040. WSR 98-04-065, § 352-32-130, filed 2/2/98, 
effective 3/5/98. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.060, 43.51.055, 
43.51.050 and 43.51.040. WSR 96-22-018, § 352-32-130, filed 10/29/96, 
effective 1/1/97. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040. WSR 94-01-087, § 
352-32-130, filed 12/13/93, effective 1/13/94. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.10.040, 43.51.040 and 43.51.060. WSR 87-24-032 (Order 102), § 
352-32-130, filed 11/24/87; Order 9, § 352-32-130, filed 11/24/70.]
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